ASCC Themes I Subcommittee
Approved Minutes
Tuesday, October 31st, 2023						           	2:30-4:00 PM
CarmenZoom
Attendees: Andridge, Daly, Downing, Fredal, Griffith, Neff, Rehbeck, Steele, Vaessin, Vankeerbergen
Agenda: 
1. Approval of 10-3-23
a. Vaessin, Rehbeck; unanimously approved.
2. New Research and Creative Inquiry form
a. Vaessin, Rehbeck; unanimously endorsed.
3. Anthropology/History/ Comparative Studies 3072 (new cross-listed courses requesting GE Lived Environments)
a. TAG
i. The reviewing faculty believe that this course makes wonderful use of local cultural resources, and they believe it is likely a good fit for the Lived Environments theme.  They look forward to the departments’ resubmission of the course.
ii. The reviewing faculty ask that the departments remove the mention of the 1 -credit hour “optional add-on” course from the proposal documents, including the Course Concept letter and the GEN Submission form.  The reviewing faculty note that the 3 CH course must, on its own, meet all the goals and ELOs of the GEN Theme: Lived Environments category in order to be approved; thus, the explanations of how those goals and ELOs will be met cannot include any reference to the 1 CH course that the units may (or may not) propose in the future. 
iii. The TAG declined to vote on the course at this time.  
b. Themes
i. The reviewing faculty ask that the departments provide more explanation about the in-class course activities and the instructor’s presence/role in the course.  They observe that most weeks, the Course Outline simply says “Discuss reading”, and they are unsure of whether this discussion will include some introductory lecture material from the instructor, guided questions, or other structured activities that will allow students to benefit from the experts leading the course.  The further explanation that the reviewing faculty are requesting could be in the form of a short introductory paragraph that precedes the course schedule (explaining more about how class meetings will run), or manifest as additions to the extant course outline.
ii. The reviewing faculty offer the friendly suggestion that the course description (curriculum.osu.edu under “General Information”) be modified to remove the first sentence.  They remind the units that this is something that students will see in the course catalog while scheduling their courses and is not exclusive to students enrolled in the course.
iii. The reviewing faculty recommend that the departments clarify the grading scale on pg. 4 of the syllabus.  If the departments do wish to make use of the D+ mark, the reviewing faculty ask that this be included on the syllabus.  If the departments do not wish to award this grade, the reviewing faculty simply ask that they include a sentence in the syllabus that informs students that this mark will not be awarded.
iv. The Themes I Subcommittee declined to vote on the course at this time.
4. Pharmacy 3440 (new course requesting GEN Theme Health and Wellbeing) (return) THEME FULLY APPROVED BY THEMES PANEL; ONLY NEEDS TAG REVIEW
a. TAG
i. Approved via e-vote.
5. Psychology 2303 (existing course requesting GEN Theme Health and Wellbeing) (return) FULLY APPROVED BY TAG; ONLY NEEDS THEMES SUBCOMMITTEE REVIEW
a. Themes
i. Rehbeck, Vaessin; unanimously approved.
